
Teachers: actor, songwriter and storyteller Richie Johnson is available to bring Iron 
Range history to life in your classroom as Cuyuna Range developer Cuyler Adams. 

This extension of our museum tours and activities is available in age-appropriate  
presentations to local K-6 schools and can be customized to align with curriculum.  

The outline below touches on themes covered in the

interactive presentation  
complete with Discovery Trunk  
containing items from the past!

Please call 218-254-1236 with questions or  
to book Richie for your classroom. 

I.	T he Land
	 A.	 The map showing the Iron Range
	 B.	 Geology
		  1.	 What minerals are here
		  2.	 What do we use minerals for
	 C.	 Natural Resources
		  1.	 Timber history
		  2. 	 Water aquifers
		  3. 	 The three Iron Ranges

II. 	T he Mines
	 A.	 Underground and Open Pit
		  1. 	 Where were they, why?
	 B.	 Mining Process
		  1.	 Where does the taconite go? How is it used? What is made of steel?
	 C.	 The future of iron ore/non-ferrous mining
		  1.	 Natural ore to taconite
		  2.	 Nickel, copper, magnetation, etc.

III.	T he People at the turn of the last century
	 A.	 Immigration
		  1.	 What was the immigrant experience
	 B.	 Nationalities
		  1.	 How many were there how did they live/get along
	 C.	 Family Life
		  1.	 What was it like to be a child/wife/husband at that time?

IV.	T he Work
	 A.	 What was it like to work in a mine?
	 B.	 Why did unions form in the mines?
	 C.	 How many jobs does mining support today?


